
 

 Policy Development Committee Agenda             
                                                                          4/12/2024 

7:00 A.M. ~ Gilford High School Library 
 

 
 

 Policies to Review 
  

 
Student Handbooks 
 
IMBD – Credits Earned at Middle School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



GES Handbook Changes 2024-25 School Year  
 

School Board 
● School Board member changes 

 
School Calendar 

● Changed School Calendar to FY24-25 School Calendar 
 
Directory 

● Delete Faculty and Staff Directory 
 
Food Service 

● Added: On a delayed opening, breakfast will be served. 
 

Recess Clothing 
● It is the responsibility of parents/guardians and learners to make choices about 

the clothing to be worn, and learners will have to endure the "natural" 
consequences of their choices. If it is below freezing (32 degrees) we will expect 
children to wear a coat outside. 

Emergency Planning/Evacuation 

● Edited: Emergency Planning/Evacuation: Emergency Planning Drills are 
practiced on a regular basis to ensure the safety of all staff and learners using 
the ALICE protocol. 

ABC Program 

● Deleted:Gilford Elementary School (GES) and Gilford High School (GHS) have 
created a unique new program: ABC - Always Building Connections.  GHS 
learners in the National Honor Society (NHS) will connect with GES learners over 
the course of a semester by doing arts and crafts, playing games and enjoying 
the outdoors. GHS learners will spend three 1:1 blocks with GES learners at the 
end of the GES school day and everyone will participate in three whole group 
activities after school (3:15-4:15) during the semester. ABCs is supervised by 
both Jessica Wallace from GHS and Liz Fiore from GES.  

 



GMS Handbook Updates for 2024-25 
 

Safety Drills (p. 13)- add highlighted information to current information 
 
Periodic announced and unannounced safety drills such as a fire drill, ALICE drill (Alert, 
Lockdown, Inform, Counter and Evacuate), Secure Campus, Shelter in Place, etc will be held 
during the school year.  Students are expected to quietly follow the teacher’s instructions, 
moving to the nearest exit/assigned safe area.  Students are expected to remain quiet and 
orderly throughout the drill.  Inappropriate behavior during a drill, or inappropriate use of the fire 
alarm and NightLocks will result in a detention or suspension. 
 
 
Athletics (p.20)  NEW- Would like to add to handbook 
 
ACADEMIC EXPECTATIONS  
● If a student is assessed and failing a course at the end of the trimester or receives a 
Competency Rating of IE due to incompletion of work, the student will be declared ineligible to 
participate in athletic and/or co-curricular activities until they demonstrate evidence of reaching 
this minimum level of proficiency.  
● Students who have been declared ineligible may not participate in practices/games and co-
curricular activities for a period of 5 school days from the date they were declared ineligible. 
After the 5th school day, students may have their eligibility restored if the minimum eligibility 
expectations is reached. 
 ● Students who have been declared ineligible may not participate in interscholastic travel 
competition and may not sit on the bench during competition while they are ineligible. 
Participation may resume after the 5 days if the classroom teacher is satisfied with the evidence 
to meet minimum proficiency. Students who participate in the athletic program are expected to 
strive to do their best to be academically successful. Students participating in a co-curricular 
activity and/or interscholastic athletic team will have their academic progress reviewed during 
the school year.  
 
Plagiarism/Cheating (p. 37-38) 
Add to Examples of Plagiarism/Cheating  
5.  Using an AI Engine such as Chat GPT, Gemini, etc and submitting the work as your own. 
 
 
Discipline Definition (p 38) 
Change “Levels” to “Tiers” 
 
 
Cell Phone Usage (p. 33) add highlighted information to current section 
 
Add Smart Watches to Cell Phone Usage.  Digital and Smart watches capable of sending texts, 
taking pictures, recording video, and sending/receiving phone calls cannot be used for this 



purpose during the school day. Students are more than welcome to wear a Digital or Smart 
watch, however, if used inappropriately, it will need to be turned into the office until the end of 
the school day.  
 



GHS Proposed Handbook Changes 2024/25 
23/24 Student-Parent  

 
Page 1: Update Staff listing  
 
 
Page 8: The stated policy EEAEC 5275 needs to read Policy EEA 
 
Page 9: Relocate section “Dismissal from School” to page 7 next to “Excusal During 
School”  
 
Page 9: Add to page 9 Under Evacuation Procedures:  
 
To ensure schools are prepared to proactively handle the threat of an intruder or active 
shooter, all principals and teachers have been trained in ALICE (Alert, Lockdown, 
Inform, Counter, and Evacuate). 
 
Strike/Replace  bullet points:  
 
Current:  
 
2. Students will meet their homeroom teachers outside in designated sites  
 
Proposed:  
 
2. During emergencies or drills, students will convene with their respective teachers at 
designated locations. 
 
Strike:  
 
5. The use of cell phones is prohibited during this time.  
 
 
Page 10:  Add link for Free and Reduced Meal/Lunch Application  
 
Page 11: Grading (add):  
 
The policy regarding late submissions is at the teacher's discretion in accordance with 
the expectations set for the course. 
 

https://cdnsm5-ss19.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_3951357/Image/23.24%20GHS%20Student%20Parent%20Handbook.pdf
https://cdnsm5-ss19.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_3950217/File/Food%20Service/Gilford%20High%20Free%20&%20Ruduced_2023_24%20(1).pdf


Page 11: Remove/strike section: Highly Qualified Teachers  
 
Page 12: Parking Lot Regulations (add)  
 
Unless there are extenuating circumstances, students are prohibited from exiting the 
school building and walking out to their vehicles once they have entered for the day. 
 
Under pg 14, Bell Schedule update - Proposed Early Release schedule 
 
1. 7:34-8:22 
2. 8:25-9:13 
3. 9:16-10:04 
4. 10:07-11:14 
 A. 10:07-10:29 
 B. 10:32-10:52 
 C. 10:55-11:14 
5. 11:18-12:06 
 
Page 13: Under “Student Messages” 
 
Current language:  
 
Parents are asked not to text or call their children during the school day as this ….  
 
Proposed language:  
 
“Parents are asked not to text or call their children during academic times as this… 
 
Page 13: Under “Work Permit” Strike current language and replace with:  
 
The attached (hyperlink)Youth Employment Certificate is required for any youth 12 to 15 
years old and must be on file at the employer's place of business within three business 
days of the 
first day of employment. 
 
Page 14: Under “Competency Based Grading”  
 
Current Language:  
 

https://www.nh.gov/labor/documents/youth-emp-certificate-and-information.pdf


Regardless of how well they do in other parts of a particular course, credit will not be 
awarded until the standards for all ….  
 
Proposed Language:  
 
Regardless of how well they do in other parts of a particular course, credit will not be 
awarded until full competencies have been met …   
 
Page15: Examination Dates (add):  
 
Students who are not in the junior class but express an interest in taking the PSAT will 
have the option to do so. 
 
Page 15: Add language to section Advance Placement Testing:  
 
Proposed language: 
 
If experiencing financial difficulties in covering the assessment costs, kindly consult with 
your school counselor. 
 
Page 15: Under both “Overview” and Requirement sections change “Career and 
College Readiness Coordinator” to “Extended Learning Opportunity/Internship 
Coordinator”   
 
Page 16: Grammatical changes 
 
Page16 Eagle Block (add):  
 
Every school day from 9:50-10:20, students will have the opportunity to meet with 
their advisor or teacher for enrichment opportunities. 
 
Advisory will meet on the first day of the week for students to check their grades, 
schedule their Eagle blocks, and receive school-wide information. During the rest of 
 
the week, students will sign up for an Eagle block for school-wide sessions, extra- 
help, or enrichment. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18jZAnHyL3dhGFEj2G294qTAKT7MzMW_E/view?usp=drive_link


 
 
 
Page 17 under library/media - edit for updated practice: 
 
Current language:  
 
Upon failure to return textbooks or library materials, overdue notices will be sent to the 
student’s homeroom weeks one and two. Notices and bills will be sent home week three 
and after, should it be necessary. Loss of parking and other privileges may result from 
overdue/ unpaid library materials. Replacement costs will be charged for all lost or 
heavily damaged library materials, including textbooks, Chromebooks and chargers. 
When the obligation is met, all privileges will be reinstated 
 
 
Proposed updated language:  
 
It is the responsibility of the student who checked out any library material to ensure its 
safekeeping and return. Students leaving library materials unattended in classrooms is 
strongly discouraged. Upon failure to return resource or library materials, overdue email 
notices will be sent to the parent/guardian and student. Loss of parking and other 
privileges may result from overdue/ unpaid library materials. Replacement/repair costs 
will be charged for all lost or damaged library materials, including library books, 
textbooks, Chromebooks and chargers. All necessary invoicing will take place via Alma. 
When the obligation is met, all privileges will be reinstated.   



 
Page 18: Grammatical changes  
 
Page 18: Under Trips and Exchanges 
 
Current:  
 
The Trip Coordinator will set up a meeting …  
 
Proposed:  
 
The Trip Coordinator with the school administrator will set up a meeting …..  
 
Page 18: Under Trips and exchanges (add language to second to last paragraph)  
 
The family would need to contact the travel agency to follow refund protocols.  
 
Page 19: Senior Privileges replace/update entire section w/new language  
 
GILFORD HIGH SCHOOL 
 
Senior Open Campus Privileges for the Class of 2024 
 
Senior Open Campus privileges at Gilford High School provide students in the Class of 
2024 with an opportunity to exercise responsibility while enjoying the benefits of 
academic achievement. The proposal for Senior Open Campus was initiated by the 
Gilford High School Student Council in the spring of 1989, discussed and endorsed by 
the administration and then presented to the Gilford School Board. 
 
Seniors entitled to this privilege may choose to exercise one of the following options 
during their study hall periods: sign-out at the office and leave campus, go to the library 
or cafeteria, or attend their assigned study hall. Seniors who have study hall assigned 
for the first block may report to school at the close of first block provided they sign-in at 
the Front Desk. This privilege does not entitle seniors to wander around the building or 
gather in the gym lobby area. Additionally, it is important for seniors to understand that 
schedule changes for the sole purpose of early release will not be endorsed. 
 
Members of the Class of 2024 have, as established by the Gilford School Board in 
conjunction with the Gilford High School Administration and High School Student 
Council, Senior Open Campus privileges in accordance with the following conditions: 



 
1. Attain a grade point average of 2.67 in the immediately preceding trimester or 
overall GPA. Student cannot have below a 2.67 for 2 trimesters in a row or 
this will result in loss of privilege. 
 
2. Maintain a full load of regular classes (4) 
 
3. Attain parent permission. 
 
4. Sign in/out at front desk leaving name, time and destination on each 
Occurrence. 
 
5. Participate in the Gilford High School Craft Fair (senior requirement). 
 
6. Must have at least 12 hours of community service already attained by senior 
Year. 
 
7. Abide by policy JH, Attendance, Absenteeism, and Truancy. 
 
8. Do not bring food or drinks back to the building. If you are going out to 
eat, eat it there! Senior privilege is not a food delivery system for the 
underclassmen. This rule also applies to the Cafeteria during lunch period.  
 
9. Drive in a responsible manner while exiting and entering campus. 
 
10. Do not loiter in or around the building. 
 
11. Agree not to transport a senior who does not have Open Campus privileges or 
an underclassman during the school day without permission from the 
administration, in accordance with the rules governing Senior Open Campus 
as stated in the Student-Parent Handbook. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
 
Seniors with Open Campus privileges who have one unexcused absence may lose 
Open Campus privileges for the remainder of that trimester. Seniors who have lost 
credit for a one credit or one-half credit course due to attendance policy regulations may 
lose Open 
Campus privileges. 
 



STUDENT OBLIGATIONS: 
Seniors with Open Campus privileges should not have any outstanding debts, such as, 
but not limited to food service debts, books, library charges, or athletic uniforms. 
 
EXCEPTIONS 
Provisions to waive academic qualifier will be considered for seniors who feel they 
should be allowed Senior Open Campus privilege due to exceptional effort, good 
attendance as defined by the attendance policy, and exemplary school citizenship. The 
process for approval requires a request be presented, in writing, to the Principal. 
 
TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF PRIVILEGES 
During inclement weather, or in the event the school must be evacuated for any reason, 
Open Campus privileges will be suspended as stated in the Student-Parent Handbook. 
 
IN THE EVENT OF VIOLATION 
In the event that a student violates the conditions of Senior Open Campus, the privilege 
may be rescinded permanently for some infractions, or up to forty-five (45) school days 
for others. A second violation may result in loss of privilege for the remainder of the 
school year. 
 
 
Page 19: Grammatical  
 
Page 20: Grammatical  
 
Page 21: Grammatical  
 
Page 22: replace “mid point” w/ 5 week point 
 
Pg 32: Cut/past sentence and place on page 22. Non-School Competition (following the 
sentence “Bonafide …”   As of the first date of practice in that sport, as listed in, By-Law 
Article XXVII of the NHIAA Handbook. , at the end of that paragraph, (1.2015-cm)  
 
 
 
Page 23: School Rules and Conduct (add)  
 
Students exhibiting behavior detrimental to the learning environment, whether habitual 
or suspendable acts, may face exclusion from school-sponsored events such as 



dances, after-school clubs, or the Winter Carnival, as determined by the school 
administration. 
 
Page 23: Under Student Government Change language:  
 
Current Language:  
 
One member of the student council participates in the Gilford School Board meetings.  
 
Proposed Language:  
 
At least one member of the student body will participate in the Gilford School Board 
meetings.  
 
 
 
Page 24: Under Disruptive Behavior  
 
Current Language:  
 
Behavior that interferes with the learning climate or orderly operation of the school will 
not be tolerated. Classroom teachers will handle minor misbehaviors via warnings, 
detentions, student conferences, and/or parent contact. Misbehavior of a greater 
frequency or seriousness will result in a written referral to the Assistant Principal. 
Disciplinary action may range from warnings to suspension based on the severity and 
frequency of the behavior 
 
Proposed Language:  
 
Behavior that interferes with the learning climate or orderly operation of the school will 
not be tolerated. Classroom teachers will handle minor misbehaviors via warnings, 
detentions, student conferences, and/or parent contact. Misbehavior of a greater 
frequency or seriousness will result in a written referral to the Assistant Principal. 
Disciplinary action may range from warnings to suspension based on the severity and 
frequency of the behavior. Habitual offenders could face permanent removal from the 
classroom or be directed towards alternative learning arrangements, as determined by 
the educational team.  
 
Page 24 Discipline Continuum (add) Gilford High School: Behavioral Framework      
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nMP5YITIy3zClE7jwM6OKv3WTvCSsDRZXEiK9DGfZAo/edit#heading=h.j4kibfaxtndi


Page 24 Discipline Continuum (strike sentence): “No student will be assigned to ISS 
more than 3 times in a school year”                                      
 
Page 24 Electronic Smoking Devices  
 
Current Language:  
 
Electronic Smoking Devices Electronic smoking devices such as vaporizers and JUULs, 
as well as unauthorized inhalants (e.g., E- juice) are classified as drug paraphernalia 
and are in direct violation of the Gilford School District Drug and Alcohol Policy. 
Consequences for the use and/or possession of an electronic device are as follows:  
 
 
Proposed Language:  
 
Electronic smoking devices such as vaporizers and JUULs, as well as unauthorized 
inhalants containing THC (e.g., E- juice) are classified as drug paraphernalia and are in 
direct violation of the Gilford School District Drug and Alcohol Policy. Consequences for 
the use and/or possession of an electronic device are as follows: 
 
 
Page 25: Grammatical  
 
Page 26: Obligation of the Student (strike sentence)  
 
In addition, the Principal is authorized to withhold the transmission of year-end grades 
to colleges and/or other schools of transfer pending fulfillment of obligations.  
 
Page 27: Under: Out of School Suspension strike sentence: “The student will receive a 
zero for all homework and classwork missed during the suspension.”  
 
Page 27: Under: Plagiarism/Cheating (add) the term Artificial Intelligence (AI)  
 
Page 27: Grammatical  
 
Page 28 (add) new section called: Student Safety and Identification:  
 
Page 28: Grammatical  
 



To facilitate identification, students are required to refrain from wearing hats while their 
school ID photographs are being taken. 
 
Page 28: Under Searches (Strike) all sections on “Passive Alcohol Sensors” PAS 
including bullet points  
 
Page 29: Grammatical 
 
 
Page 30: Use/Possession of Tobacco Products (change) 
 
Current Language: 
Use/Possession of Tobacco Products Consequences for the use and/or possession of 
tobacco products or when there is reasonable evidence of such use is as follows:  
 
First Offense: Two (2) days ISS, referral to a smoking cessation program, and a police 
report. Second Offense:  
 
Two (2) days OSS, referral to a smoking cessation program, and a police report.  
 
Third Offense: Referral to the Superintendent 
 
 
Proposed Language:  
 
 
Use/Possession of electronic nicotine vaporizers or other tobacco products 
consequences for the use and/or possession of tobacco products or when there is 
reasonable evidence of such use is as follows: 
 
First Offense: up to 3 day OSS , referral to a smoking cessation program, and a police 
report.  
 
Second Offense: up to 5 day OSS, referral to a smoking cessation program, and a 
police report. Third Offense: Referral to the Superintendent 
 
Third Offense: up to 10 day OSS manifestation hearing at SAU and a police report 
 
Page 30: Grammatical  
 



 
Page 32: Grammatical  
 
Page 32: Strike 17. Ghs encourages participation in a variety of …. (the entire 
paragraph)  
 
Page 33: Under Policies  
 
Add: Policy IKAW Weighted Grading Scales  
 
Add: Policy JHCA Senior Privilege  
 
Pgs. 38-41: Update hyperlink to Policy JICL-R (Computer Network, Internet & 3rd Party 
Sites Application for Accounts)  

https://www.sau73.org/common/pages/DownloadFileByUrl.aspx?key=p%2bfOans2Ut7xi%2bJp75sh5%2b6LNTPpIYJgvwqRbz8S8Y3Wjrh6fpPiKhpeQFLNk7zzeseVEWasOxRZDuRjZtPMkTyAVXDQxS21H%2fPkLhF5ZfLosOriaJ%2fM3SJs%2brJc4stuMD2VdqhAdLyPoIbYdqrj%2b7I5soDyo6wDAfZTSjaRrtGtCdRAxyatI9XcRdyVdE8FTN4Yt6aClndQFTOTvQDec2ipY%2fpIv9jvYgWWEdkUFNgvCX1K
https://www.sau73.org/common/pages/DownloadFileByUrl.aspx?key=wNBO26Y7mHHvBhA%2bWFeZrrfrYgbqpv3PpqgmalVez6L%2fDmW21HrxoiAnD1Gj58WYRL07Hjn%2bwBa9MHGPVmns26olYpaQ2etkK2H5J4ZBynCxFRWV%2b5wKOXwXHSdaeZAyb75CRVZq0VbwdejoONO878%2bs3s92nSqVjDDdq04ObFoSXVEhgHZVkd%2fBIYspZMs2OWiUwFQawYNW6Ht7TTBjrWv%2blA0%3d
https://www.sau73.org/common/pages/DownloadFileByUrl.aspx?key=Jhp4fTGw8KFO20dWTWF9D6V%2fXIBoQLfB0CWXov17%2bjWVL4MUtf8Nr0M%2fvt82lLMSzoELM2g32qJps5t6QQ48u8Mz8TOC%2bugPTEHdIKUDdt%2fYksoXM4sKEXhKfBHcIigL4WvkjuemyMxVUuwYtoUkgm1BKTEaE2zCwDptd%2fLNLr6rJ3dO1wLNJW4RfA%2fGSisNz16iB%2b%2bbJLdm%2fwUjXTergOEptjnQoFX%2bukuYkFLO6SoDQP21Jx0%2fZHtTRm%2fKqKd98K1gOQ%3d%3d
https://www.sau73.org/common/pages/DownloadFileByUrl.aspx?key=Jhp4fTGw8KFO20dWTWF9D6V%2fXIBoQLfB0CWXov17%2bjWVL4MUtf8Nr0M%2fvt82lLMSzoELM2g32qJps5t6QQ48u8Mz8TOC%2bugPTEHdIKUDdt%2fYksoXM4sKEXhKfBHcIigL4WvkjuemyMxVUuwYtoUkgm1BKTEaE2zCwDptd%2fLNLr6rJ3dO1wLNJW4RfA%2fGSisNz16iB%2b%2bbJLdm%2fwUjXTergOEptjnQoFX%2bukuYkFLO6SoDQP21Jx0%2fZHtTRm%2fKqKd98K1gOQ%3d%3d
https://www.sau73.org/common/pages/DownloadFileByUrl.aspx?key=Jhp4fTGw8KFO20dWTWF9D6V%2fXIBoQLfB0CWXov17%2bjWVL4MUtf8Nr0M%2fvt82lLMSzoELM2g32qJps5t6QQ48u8Mz8TOC%2bugPTEHdIKUDdt%2fYksoXM4sKEXhKfBHcIigL4WvkjuemyMxVUuwYtoUkgm1BKTEaE2zCwDptd%2fLNLr6rJ3dO1wLNJW4RfA%2fGSisNz16iB%2b%2bbJLdm%2fwUjXTergOEptjnQoFX%2bukuYkFLO6SoDQP21Jx0%2fZHtTRm%2fKqKd98K1gOQ%3d%3d


IMBD 
    Page 1 of 1 

Gilford School District Policy 
 

Current GSD Policy for review/revision 
4-12-2024 Policy Committee 

 
 
 

Credits Earned at Middle School 
 
The awarding of credit for courses taken prior to a student’s entry to Gilford High School 
(GHS) as a ninth grader is to provide more academic opportunities for students during their 
high school years.  All GHS graduation requirements shall still apply. 
 
Students may gain high school credit for high school math and modern language at Gilford 
& Gilmanton Middle School.  Credit for these courses will be recorded as pass/fail on the 
high school transcript upon demonstration of course competencies.   
 
It shall be the High School Principal or the High School Principal’s designee who will 
decide the awarding of credit in accordance with the policy and the defined administrative 
procedures. 
 
Students seeking to earn high school credit must go through an alternative approved 
program. ELO policy IHBH. 
 
Legal Reference: 

NH Code of Administrative Rules, Section Ed. 306.26(e), Applying Credit Toward 
High School Graduation 

 
(Adopted: 1/2/07) 
(Revised: 8/5/2019) 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


